
Meet Your Risk Manager

 The Burnham & Flower Insurance Group  is headquartered in Kalamazoo, Michigan and is becoming one of the largest
municipal insurance organizations in the Midwest.  Sixteen staff members are dedicated to serving the coverage needs of
Michigan Townships.

One of those staff members is Larry Clever, and account manager, who understands the unique coverage needs of
Michigan Townships.  For almost 10 years, Larry’s professional life has given him the opportunity to travel across
Michigan and talk with township officials.  During that time, Larry has observed that township government comes very
close to people’s lives and has the ability to directly impact township residents.

When asked about what he likes most about working with Michigan Townships, Larry replied, “It’s good
to know that we are providing a valuable service to townships-providing the coverage that protects their
property and liability concerns.”  Larry continued, “For example, the structure of the Michigan Township
Participating Plan (MTPP) can protect the liability public officials may face while in office and after they
have left public service.

Another account manager is Gary Trobeck who shares his 32 years of experience in the insurance
industry with Michigan Townships.  Gary’s favorite part of working with townships is, “...the people.  I
like helping them out with their coverage questions and working together to find solutions. “  Gary
continued, “I especially appreciate the friendships that develop.”

In addition to personalized customer service, townships are receiving “property and liability covaerage that are second to
none,”  Gary stated.  “We have a great team - customer service representatives and sales staff, both at Burnham &
Flower and the Par-Plan.  Everyone works together to make sure each township is well taken care of.”

Steve Johnson, Principal, of Burnham & Flower Insurance Group agrees.  “We are proud to work with
the Michigan Township Participating Plan.  Our partnership started in 2001 with a common goal to serve
Michigan Townships.  Today, we continue to uphold that goal and look for new ways to exceed the
service expectations of township officials.  We look forward to partnering in service with the Michigan
Township Participating Plan for many years to come.”

If  you would like more information about Burnham & Flower Insurance Group, we invite you to contact us at
800-748-0554.
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Par-Plan Membership/Business Meeting

The annual membership meeting of Michigan Township
Participating Plan Board of Directors will be held at the
Grand Traverse Resort located in Acme, Michigan on
 Thursday July 17th, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, with the

 quarterly directors meeting following after lunch.

The Plan’s board committees in addition to the plan’s program
administrator and service providers will present reports

highlighting the plan’s business activities of the past year.
Reports will include goals for the coming 2008 year.

Par-Plan members are encouraged to attend.

July 17th 2008 Annual Business Meeting Schedule
8:30 a.m.  Registration

9:00 a.m.  Annual Business Meeting
Room: Michigan E&F

12:00  p.m.  Lunch
1:30 p.m.  Quarterly Board Meeting

For lodging reservations contact the Grand Traverse Resort
at 800-748-0303

PAR-PLAN ATTENDS MTA SPRING DISTRICT  MEETINGS

The Par-Plan Regional Risk Managers made the tour of the upper and
Northern counties in Michigan to attend the MTA’s district meetings.  Our
Risk Managers set up a display area and were available to meet with the
Par-Plan members attending and discuss any questions and concerns a
member might have regarding our program’s tailored insurance coverage.

If you were not able to attend any of the district meetings and have
questions regarding your township needs, please feel free to call your
area risk manager.

Adam Gandolfi of Municipal Underwriters of Michigan networks with
township officals.



“Risk, it’s not  the circumstance; it’s your
reaction to the circumstance!”

Special Event
&

Fireworks Reminders
By: Cindy White, MTPP Risk Control Representative

It is that time of year again when fireworks displays and special events are
happening all over our great state.  We would like to take this opportunity to
remind our members of our special events and fireworks guidelines.  In
addition, we would like to remind our entities that the Risk Control
Department is always available to assist our member entities, answer
questions, and review special events and fireworks applications.

Statistically speaking, your special event and/or fireworks display will
probably take place without issue or incident.  However, there are always
exceptions.  Consider the following newspaper headlines:

Parades and Float Guidelines

“Town Mourns Scouts Death”:   A scout was sitting on the side of the
float with his feet dangling. During the parade, the float hit a bump
and knocked the scout off and under the wheels of the float.  The
scout died from the injuries he sustained.

If you are sponsoring or co-sponsoring a parade in your entity, you can take
steps to limit potential injuries and claims.   First, make sure parade
participants complete and sign a registration form containing a hold
harmless clause indemnifying the entity from all claims.  All drivers must
hold a valid driver’s license, if driving a motor vehicle or float in the parade.
Additionally, proof of insurance for private vehicles (as required by law) is
required from participants.

Par-Plan Board Nomination Results
On April 3, 2008 nomination forms were mailed to all members in  Zones 1, 4, &
7.  Nominations were then confirmed on May 13th by the Par-Plan Election
Committee and election ballots were mailed on May 30th.

The following candidates are seeking election:

Zone 1: Incumbent, Paul Lehto, Supervisor, Calumet Charter Township,
Houghton County.
Seeking Election, Peter Kleiman, Supervisor, Harris Township,
Menominee County

Zone 4: Incumbent, Terry Wright, Supervisor, Grayling Township,
Crawford County.

Zone 7: Seeking Election, Ken Brown, Council Memeber, City of Brown
City, Sanilac County.
Seeking Election, William Sprague, Mayor, City of Lapeer,
Lapeer  County.

Election ballots must be postmarked by June 20, 2008 to receive consideration.
Ballots will be confirmed and results to follow in our next newsletter publication.
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Make sure you have established rules and regulations regarding parade activities and list them on the registration forms
and waivers.  All floats and vehicles will be inspected and any determined to be unsafe will be prohibited from
participating, for example all participants riding on or in vehicles/floats must be seated with all body parts inside the
vehicle or float at all times, and candy throwing is prohibited.   Other rules may be added that may be specific to your
special event.

Fireworks Guidelines

“Park Fireworks Display Injures Boy Weeks Later, Off Site”: A ten (10) year old boy severely injur ed his left
hand after igniting fir eworks he had found in a municipal park.  Subsequently, a private investigator hired by
the plaintiff found additional unspent fireworks in the same park.

A Special Event/Fireworks Application and site plan must be submitted to your agent and forwarded to the Risk Control
Department and Underwriting Departments to be approved for coverage.  Risk Control requires a completed site plan,
certificates of insurance naming your entity as additional insured from the company launching the fireworks for coverage
being placed through the Par-Plan Program.  Minimum limit of liability is $1,000,000.00.  In order for coverage to be
offered through the Par-Plan Program, a pyrotechnic firm must be launching the fireworks.  Even if your entity elects to
accept the pyrotechnic company’s insurance, a Fireworks Application is still required and your entity must indicate, in
writing, their denial of Par-Plan coverage.

When contracting with a pyrotechnic company, make sure that your contract with them addresses the clean up, disposal
and recovery of unspent shells in a timely manner so the above headline is not published in your local newspaper.  In
addition, make sure that you are listed as additional insured on their liability policy because case law does not distinguish
between a named insured and an additional insured.

Lastly, if your entity is issuing a Fireworks Permit to another entity or private individual, the Risk Control Department
will review the paperwork to ensure that your entity has all of the necessary documentation.  Your entity must have a
Fireworks Ordinance in place if they are issuing fireworks permits.

Are you using a Promoter for your Special Event?

“Brighton Billed for Early Carnival Closure”:  The entity contracted with a promoter, which in turn
subcontracted with a vendor for their special event.  The subcontractor failed to provide names of all
employees for criminal background checks.  The police chief and entity decided to close the event for the
safety of the children.  One of the subcontractor’s employees was on probation for an unrelated charge and
was subsequently charged with third degree criminal sexual conduct with a fifteen (15) year old fairgoer.

In the event your entity is contracting with a promoter for a special event, you will need to ensure that you have a
written contract with indemnification language, a copy of their liability insurance naming your entity as additional insured.

Whether you have used this promoter for years or this is your first contract with a promoter, the contract should be very
specific entailing exactly what is expected from the promoter, dates of service, inclement weather clause, breach, and
cancellation clause, and a force majeure clause.

Force majeure clauses excuse a party from liability in the event of some unforeseen event beyond the control of that
party prevents it from performing its obligations under the contract. Typically, the clause covers natural disasters or other
“Acts of God”, war, or the failure of third parties—such as suppliers and subcontractors—to perform their obligations to
the contracting party. It is important to remember that force majeure clauses are intended to excuse a party only if the
failure to perform could not be avoided by the exercise of due care by that party.   Hopefully the entity in the above
named news article had a force majeure clause, so they did not have to pay for the early closure.

The Michigan Township Participating Plan recommends that entities consult with their legal counsel for contract review
prior to entering into a contractual agreement.
Remember the Par-Plan Risk Control Department is available to assist you.  Please contact us at 800-536-7424.

MTPP BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Term: July 1, 2007 through

June 30, 2008

ZONE 1
Paul Lehto

Calumet Charter Township
(906) 337-2410

ZONE 2
Marvin Besteman, Jr.

Vice Chairman
Kinross Charter Township

(906) 485-5381

ZONE 3
Pat Mead
Secretary

Benzonia Township
(231) 882-4411

ZONE 4
Terry Wright

Charter Township of Grayling
(989) 348-4361

ZONE 5
Jim Beelen
Chairman

Allendale Charter Township
(616) 895-6295

ZONE 6
Jon Sherwood

Beaverton Township
(989) 465-9175

ZONE 7
John  Jones

Ira Township
(586) 725-0263

ZONE 8
John  Buckhout

Charter Township of Kalamazoo
(269) 381-8080

ZONE 9
William Bamber

Oceola Township
(517) 546-3259
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